


When the SC\'c ll -limc Tour de France champion C.1me 0111 of 
re tirement to roec the Le:ulvillc 100, he illlroduccd more people 
to o llr s port ,hun (111)' compe tito r before him. When he came 
back the next year (after fin ishing second 10 Dnve Wiens) and 
won the c\'cnt, :1 movie mmlc ubout the event [Illel his exploits 
mllde ollr sporl lllorc visible [hun any time in ils history. !-Ie 
Ill:ty not be remembered as 11 111tlUIllllin bike meer, but he Ilsed 
his celebrity clout to show non-riders what they were missing. 

Photo by Rob O'Dea 

Doug was II Wiz..1f(\ of a lum inum mount:lin bike 
fmmc C0 I151n1Ctioli. but it was when he turned his 
(l llcnlion to suspens ion Ih:1I he nmcle an indelible 
nlrlrk 0 11 lIlo ILllIni n biki ng. T he fi rst c fTOrlS 10 
come out of his I'.lallitou Springs, Cnlorndo. work­
shop were s trong. Jig]n rorks with ulldBmped e las­
tOUle rs. When J ohn TOIlI1lC (you' ll notice how 
orte ll our 25 l}Cople inte rmingle) hegun to win on 
Doug's Mnnitou forks, RockShox hud II worthy 
compc titor. Doug wcnt 011 to sell M:m ilou (to 
Eddie Cole, anothe r guy 0 11 our lis r) , hut 110\ berore 
he ;Issured us 111111 we would all be riding on bc tter 
s uspens iun. 

John Tomac and Doug Bradbury (right). 
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No one person iuvented the mountuin bike, but II strong argu· 
ment can be mude Ih:lt J oe was the fi rs t to llIullufllCturc thelll. 
Whcn the supply of the Schwinn fnlrJlcs preferred by riders iJllhe 
hills nhove Murin, Culiforn ia, bcgun 10 rIlnlow, Joe decided to 
make thcm from sCl"ll lch. The lIree1.er WIIS born (19 77), und the 
C(l\ was out of the Img. l\'loullt:li ll h i ki n~ hlld offieill lly begun. Joe 
also created one of the bcst·sell ing accessories in mountn in hike 
his tory. the l-l ite·l{itc se:lIPOS\- aJl oll· the·fly, height·adjustment 
spring for your se:llpost (1985) . 

111is is a limn wilh the I\'li ci lls touch. He mndc the 
designs and inve nt ions of Doug lIradbnry avn il :!blc to 
I>cople other tlmn John '\'olllnc by founding Answer 
Products. lie's (I lIl ::Jster of hu!>iness, a dC\'elopcr of 
s tartup cOlllp:lIIies and a manufllcturi ng genius. He 
founded (:lI1d Inter sold) Answer Products. Mani tou 
and SixSixOue, (I clothing eompnny thnt broke fnlln 
ro:ldie Irndit iolls nnd 1tlft(le ulTordnhle protective equip' 
ment for mUlIlImi n bikers. 

mil W:lS the heart and soul of the mou ntlli n 
bike (:Ices held al tlte Mammoth Mountain 
Ski Resort . The Kamikaze Dow nhill, a sca ry­
fa st, IIIck·and-slay-olT·lhc·bmkes test of ski ll 
:l11d nerves, drew riders from li S far away as 
J alJ:J1l for :1 shot nt clocking over 50 miles per 
hour on II mounta in bike. mil helped creMe 
thc first World Champiollships under the 
NOR I1,\ IIllille in '87, '88 and '89. 

The lII:In needs no introduc· 
tion , and thcre is no way to sllm 
up II legend in a few short sen· 
te nces. C:lry gO! in o n th e ground 
floo r of mOllntllin biki ng and has 
consi!.lellt ly spo ued and ch:IIt1 ]li­
oned trends- he it 29·inch 
wheels for mOIUltain bikes, the 
High School 1<;lcing Lcngue or 
Trips For Kids. He hns a God­
gh'en talent fo r picking winners, 
and the guy s till rides more miles 
than possibly anyone else 0 11 our 
list (other Ihull Mike SinYltrCl). 
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It is n good clwncc that 

your fork or shock is 
named lifter this glly. Bob 
Fox wns a profession:!1 
poker player hefore he 
stnned Fox Raci ng Shox,:[ 
higger gn mbJe th:lII any 
gnmc he h:ld ever ent ered. 
Boh's designs, attention to 
detail und Illtldc-in­
California qllality pro­
duced suspension comJlo­
ne lliS tll:l! forced nil other 
suspension companies to 
up their game. Even if you 
don' t ride on Fox suspen-
sion, your suspension is 
better hCClI li SC of this guy. \) _ - - _____ ....1 

It WIIS 1 ... l;m who accidenrally slarted the N1ltiollul 
Interscholastic Cycling As;;ociation. lie tried to get stu­
dents to join in on road rides nt his Northern 
Cnliforni:1n high school, but fou nd that they wefe wny 
more iUfcrcslcd in lIIoumain biking. Mmt started with 
rides, then held SOIllC nlecs, and his idea is TlOW spre:Hl­
ing like wildfire. Mart 'S idea is now getting kids involved 
in a sport thnt h:uil>een gmying for the las t iO yea rs. 

l:Iob's Flexstelll may not IInve becn 
trlle suspcnsion, hili it got everyone 
thinking about it. Hi s 1990 OITrO:ld 
RF-l CilHlI,sllspcllsion bikc used 
ebslOlIlcr suspension and was the first 
dual-suspension production lI1oum:lin 
hike. The hm nd chnngcd into I'rofl ex in 
1994. :lI1d the fact that you still spot 
these bikes on the Tmil today is a testi­
mony to their quality :lTld dcsign. Boh's 
designs made dun I suspcnsion a vinhle 
ulternaTivc for mountain bikcrs. 

Twenty-fivc yea rs hllcr, YO\l might 
assumc IVlfJIIlllah, Wlit: AClio" was n sure 
thing when launched by Roland Hinz. In 
rculity, he wns advised ugninst it because 
the Sport wus aT best regionnl ("Thcre 
:lre no moun tnins in lown.") :tnd would 
never grow Inrger than :1 small group of 
f1lrllUics. !-I c wellt aheml :lIlywuy. T he 
Chief, ns we refer to ollr boss, intro­
duced no·holds· lJ'lrred hike and product 
tests and shootouts. He championed sus­
IJ(:l1siol1 whilc the designers of the !lny 
were sayillg. "Suspension 1'01':1 rnOl1llWin 
hikc is a sTupid idea." While other UHlg:!' 
ziues hm'c come and gOIlC, lvl r. l'linz's 
MBA hilS rema illed [rile to his initinl 
vision of tes ts th:1I riders cll n trust om\ 
content that nppen[s to The entire fm nily. 

Malt Fritzinger, second from left. 

One of our spor!"s gre~lIe~ t rncing 
pc rsollalities. Tinker is more thlln a 
fast SCT of legs and giant pair of lungs. 
1·lc is p roof of the positive effeci Ihul 
rnoun,.ain hiking can have on anyone 
who has to overcome sl!lggcring odds. 
Tinker uscd mcing as his means of 
eSC(lpe from gang-ridden streets and a 
life of fel\' opportu nities. On his "Hull 
of Fame" induction descripTion it says, 
"Tinker is nea ring the Twilight of his 
raci ng cafCer. " 'l"hul, fr iend s, wns 
wri tten in 2001. Tinker is st ill going 
s trong todny at the tender :Igc of SO. 



TlIlk lIbout 11 person who isn 't 
comfortable in the limelight; l\'larily n 
deserves more :1t1eTltion, and whcn 
she gets it , she nlw:1)'s cred its others 
for the accl:1 im. l\b rilYIl fou nded 
Trips Fur [<ids, a 1l0 1l -p rofit ol"glll1 i-
7-ation thnt se lls used l1l1d dOlla ted 
cycli ng equipmclll to cover the 
expense of taking kids frOIll high-risk 
neighborhoods to the mount:ti ns for 
riding. [ t mlly be the fi rs t time thllt 
these kids get !O expe rience the fUll 
we all rake for grallled. There is no 
doubt tll:1\ Marilyn's progmms 
ehlluge li ves for the bette r. 

HallS, II multiple Trials 
NlItiollll1 and World Champion, 
could he the best-known biker 
outs ide of the moull tain bike 
scene. When photus of his dent h­
defying ride nlollg the Cli ffs of 
Mohcr in Irel and wel1l l' irol, he 
brought n lot of atten!'ion [0 

11101II1ta in hiking. And it was not 
the first li llie this adveUluTer l1lld 
show l1l l1ll hml gone viraL 
Cement ing his rightful plnee in 
our 25 , Hans form ed Wheels " 
Life, 11 charity org:1IIizlltion that 
supplies low-cost hikes to peopl e:: 
in Third World countries. 

---
Tom, :1!I m:complishecl mcer al l Ihe 

road, was 011 the scene with the 
other pioneers in die ell rl), dnys of 
mountain biki ng. He tmnsferred his 
rond raci l1g skills If> mountnin bike 
rucing, hnt it wus his desire to llwke 
bellcr bikes and eo mponcllls tlwt left 
the biggcst im prin t on the sport. A nd 
when we S:ly ·' make," we mcan it. 
TOlll was a prolific fr:ullC builder 
who put his ideas illlo pructice with 
u welding torch in ham!. Ritchey 
Components rcuUl ins s trongly 
respectcd to this day. 

S:11 WIIS the cycling reporter nt 
USA 'lodtllJ and the fi rs t prominent 
jOUTrwlist to chronicle our sport in 
the mainstrea m mellia. Since he 
beg:1II covering the sport in 1995, 
he 's in tfOlluccd mountai n biking to a 
11I ;ISS :1lId icncc-oround the world. His 
articles in the nation'S largest news­
paper would reach more than 10 mil­
lion fCnd ers a day. He always covered 
moun l11i n biking like a rcgulnr spOrt, 
instead of a hypcd-up ex treme spor\. 

His bio at the ~·I O\lII wiJl Bike Hall of 
Fnme S:lys it best: ··El'cry sh ift. cnclt 
pedul s trokc, cvery dus ty smil ing fll ee at 
the run OUI of a desccnt on n mountuin 
bike is n trihute to Kci7,O Shimuno-u 
nJ:ln w hose brill iance questioned the 
s tatus quo :1I every step. Hc s tudied 
ceuselessly, motivated his co l1engucs 
:lIId lis tened to the world 's grcatest rid­
ers, lI11thc while pioneering Ihe devel­
opmeB\ of Ihe bicycle component tech­
nology so widely used todIlY." Although 
no longer w ith us, Kci7-o's influe nce is 
still fe lt by every IIIOlllltuin biker. 



• 
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You mi llhl 110[ rccogni1,c his Ilnmc, 
bUI we'll bet you rccognil.c his rncc 
promotion CO III I1:!ny, Gmnny GC:lr 
Productions. I_'lird is the glly resJlon­
sible for introducing cndul'llllcc mc­
ing to mOIlTlwin biking wi th his 2'1 
Hou rs of C:H1:lan mountain bike 
[CHIli reIllY race. These events pilI the 
fun bllek into r:1CC cvcnl~ Ihnt huel 
become too illlimid:1I'ing for new riel­
ers. I{idors who nc\'cr meed could 
mee :1 24-hoUf even! wi lh n bunch of 
friend s a nd IHlve 11 b las t 110 m:lIIe r 
where they finished. His C\'CIII5 1III\'c 
:mrnclcd lip 10 1700 r:!Ce l's. 

YOII cmHlOt ovcrCstillHHC the 
inllucncc this mnn hns hnd 0 11 

moulllrlin hiking. I-l is original su s­
pe nsion dcsilln, the '-Iorst Link 
(now owned by S,lCci:l lil..cd :111" 
c:.llcd FSR) . served notice to every 
bike nmkcr tha t slapping n spring 
or elastomer on :1 bike lind call ing 
il suspe nsion would no longer cut 
it. The Horst Link forced other 
dcsigllcrs to !;OJ11C lip with suspcn­
sion thm rcnlly workcd for moun­
tain biking. 

Clmrlie IIlmle 1II0unI:Liu biking II 
legitimatc professional Sport liS the 
agcnt for top SI:l rs like John Tomn!; 
and Tinker Juarez. Riders were 
oftcn tnkcn ndv:H1lngc of until 
Ch!lrlie got them paid for Ihc 
imprlct tl 1CY lwd 0 11 producl snlcs. 
And even riders not signed to 
Ch:lrlie benefil ed from his cITorrs. 
But Clmrlic was morc ' lmn n 
shrewd business negot iator; hc wns 
in lo\'e with ridillg. nn announC6r 
second to none mul one of lIIoun­
win hiking's biggcst chccrlcllders. 
Sadly, Chllrlie died in I9!J3 ut the 
age of :33 from a massive heart 
:moek. lie was annollllci ng:1 mce 
at the time. 

T here is not a more unlikely mcm­
ber of our " Mosl Inl1uenti:!1 People" 
th:1Il Stn n Koziatek. Working in his 
garngc in mg FinIS, New )n rk (no, we 
didn't mnke IIu\I up), SIan devised the 
NoTubcs lubeless lire syslCm, which 
IllIs becomc Ihe preferred method of 
cOllvening n s trllldnrd mountain bike 
wheel into nJlleless and keepiug tubc­
less tires from going l1:u. Swn's secrel 
sn llce hns been often imitmed bill 
never cqunled. t\ lir..: enginecr fo r :1I1 
uHHamed company g.we 51:111 the tllti­
mnle cOrllllliment s.'1ying, "We hm'e a 
lire SCl1lunt but use Stan's. II is Ihe 
only Sluff that works. " Anyone who 
ctln almost eli minnIe flats rronl moun­
tain biking deserves to be on this lisl. 

Ned l1udges John Tomac ou t of the 
way :15 the 1II0St influelllial mountain 
hike rl1ccr of aillimc. He hns so mllny 
cha lllpionships to his credit th:n there 
nrc 100 mnny 10 lis t. The amazing 
thing :Il)(lul this guy's career is lhal il 
is nOI ovcr yet. Ned won another 
Ilatioll :l l Chillllpionshipinsl ycn !'. !-l is 
full -limc job is working for Spccinlized 
ns il product lestcr, r:tccr nud vision­
nry, !-Ie is n fam iliar fnee at cycling 
events where he is easily al)proadmble 
:lIId will ing to spc nd time with anyone 
nnd cvcryone. 
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[n terms of dolla rs and cents, ~ I i kc 

h: ls to he the richest 1111111 on o ur "25 
t. !OSt lnnuclltinll'cop[c [n MOlllllain 
liiking" {IS the fOllnd er and owner of 
Specialized Bicycles. He deserves every 
pe nny. ~'I ikc stnned OUi selling imJlort. 
cd llali llTl bicycle components to bike 
shoJls all! of:l Volkswagen vlln. WlwlI 
Schwinn m:lI1agClllcnl failed 10 sec the 
illll>onnncc of mountain bikes, it wos 
~'Iikc who stepped in ami stcIJ[>cd O\'er 
the comp:11ly Iglluz Schwinll founded in 
18(iO by inlro(\ucin1l 1hc world w the 
Specialized Stlllllpjumpcr. What moy 
hm'c OcCIi more important wns I\likc's 
real ization that bike tires available at 
the time were hohlin!! mountnin 'bike 
evolution bllck. No problem; he mndc 
his own. 

Every new SJl0rt needs n rock slIlr, 
nnd Johnny T was ours. His go·from­
[he-gu n-:1ncl-hope-I-,lon '[-blow-up s tyle 
cha ngcd the way mounwill bikes were 
meed_ And s ince most eMly meers emne 
w ilh a romlie background ,Johnny illlm­
!luced somelhing else [0 them: the hike­
hancllin!! skills and the !'.[yle of u 
mOIOCross meer_John wus the lust [OP 
professionullO excel at cross-colllllry 
:I1ul downhill_ Heck, [he glly even won a 
N;J1iOlml Criterium Churtlpio nship! St ill 
involvcd with a hike brund Ihal Cllrrics 
his namc :111t! also with Kenda [ires, 
Johnny spcnds II 101 of lime coach ing his 
youngcst son, Eli, an up-und-coming 
motocross professionlll _ 

Davc made evcry moun tain hiker I)rolld when 
he bent 1.:lIIce Anns trollg and 1 .. 198 o ther ride rs 
at the Lel1llville 100. People who know Davc 
only from his l.c:ldville wins nrc missing II lot 
of history. Dave epitomizes Ihe lIl(lIllitain hike 
ethic ns n meer who !lot intn the sport, nnd 
remains in the sport. bCClIIISC he loves ridin!! 
moul\llIin hikes, D:l\'e Imincd a lulOs\ exc1ush-c­
ly ofT-mad while UIany pros only rode the d irt 
Oil nlCC dl1YS nml were roadies the res t of the 
lime. lie liI'cs in thc coldest place in Americ.1 
(Gunnison, Color.tdo), and e\-CIl [bm doesn't 
slow him down. In addit ion to heing (I grunt 
rcpreselltnti\'c for our spnrl, he is a tnlC 
genllemuu :lud prowl f:Hhe r :Hut is nmrriedlo 
Olympic illoull tlli n bike rucer rmd brolll~o 
mednl ist SUS,"l1l De ~blll!i_ 0 

Depending (111 your poilll of 
view_ the Americnll cross-country 
race scclle wns in decl ine or. at 
best, in a holding paHern IImil 
Scoft 'redro blew imo the ~port tlnd 
npplietl defibrillution 10 its weakly 
beariug heart. SCOII,:1 guy whose 
life W;IS turned around whcn he 
discovered mountoin biking_ 
form ed Tenm Sho-Air, hul Ihal was 
just the bc!!inning. He rejuvena ted 
professional eross--colIlIIl)' racing 
by paying tl purse 25-ride rs deep :1 t 
Pro XCT events {the yenr before, 
[here WIIS no purse) lIIullnter 
formed the US Cup nud Triple 
Crown All-Mountain I'ro Se ries. 
The best news is thot Scott trc:ltS 
the :lIntlteur ride rs w ilh (IS mueh 
respcct (IS Ihe pros. 

Paul is the guy who storted 
l{ockShox. tlnd whm we TCmember 
best about his first fnrk is 111;11 it 
didn't s tink_ From prototype ClIlC \0 
the fi rs t producrion silspe nsion 
fo rk, Paul look all hc hnd learned 
:IS:l motocross mee r nnd meclwnie 
;IntI rlppliell it 10 Ilis bicycle fork. 
ScolTed nt :ll Ihe time fly the sporr's 
elite. guess who got the lasllallgh? 
1';1111 is retired tlnd living in Hllwaii. 
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