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RIPS ror KIDS

AN

20 Years Empowerlng Youth

WENTY YEARS HAVE

rolled around since

the seed for Trips for
Kids (TFK) was planted.
In that time, over 38,000
underserved youth
across North America
have experienced a TFK
mountain bike ride.

It began on a picture-
perfect day in 1986 as
Marilyn Price rode her
mountain bike up Mount
Tamalpais. Savoring the
panoramic view, her mind
drifted to the kids she
knew while volunteering
at St. Anthony s Dining
Room in San Francisco.
She imagined if these kids
could have a chance to do
what she was doing. So
began the journey to share her love of mountain biking
and the outdoors with disadvantaged youth.

Two years later, a pioneer ride of ve wide-eyed city
kids from the Canal Community Alliance in San Rafael
hit the trails of Point Reyes National Seashore. It was
clear from the kids enthusiasm that this was a design
for success. The kids went home happy, with a new
sense of accomplishment, and an expanded view of their
world. They pleaded, When can we go again? Shortly

thereafter, TFK incorporated as a non-pro t organization.

Marilyn arranged the early bike rides out of her home

in Mill Valley. Loading her solitary Volvo wagon with a

eet of 11 bikes, she met the kids at trailheads around
Marin. It wasn t long before Marilyn s home was overrun
with bikes, parts, and tools.

In 1994, TFK moved into the building at its current
location and opened the Re-Cyclery Bicycle Thrift Shop. With
the new space came an expanded mission to provide bike
mechanic classes and job training for low-income youth.

Ready for the ride of their lives.

As popularity of
the kids after-school
workshops grew, a
warehouse was rented
in San Rafael s Canal
Community in 1995
to house the training
program. In addition to
earning bikes of their own,
students take pride in
providing affordable bikes
repair services to the
surrounding neighborhood.

Since the Re-Cyclery
Thrift Shop opened its
doors, shop mechanics
have refurbished and sold
over 7,880 bikes. With
strong support from the
cycling industry and the
community, the shop has
also grown steadily. Today,
the sale of shop items pays for over half of the overall
organizational costs. The remainder of the income comes
from individual donations, grants from foundations and
trusts, and annual fundraising events.

As word of TFK s success spread, inquires came
from people across the country interested in
helping kids in their community. In response, TFK
established a National Program in 1999 to set up
chapters across the United State and Canada. With
the Bay Area as their model, over fifty-seven TFK
chapters are taking underserved youth on the ride of
the lives.

Today, Trips for Kids serves over 1,600 Bay Area kids a
year. Each TFK experience, on the trail or in the workshop,
helps youth gain con dence, empowers them to reach
their full potential, and teaches them to take care of the
environment. As each seed grows and owers, more seeds
blow into the wind. A simple concept with rich dividends,
the journey continues.
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Few inner-city children ever experience the great
outdoors just beyond the city limits.

Looking at the city from the top of a mountain gives
a new perspective on their world.

—Marilyn Price
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Phat Tire Tales

VERY WEEK THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, Trips for

Kids takes boys and girls ages 10-17 on daylong

mountain bike rides. Most often, these rides are
in Tennessee Valley and China Camp State Park. Last
year, we led 171 rides for 1,352 kids. That adds up to
13,140 Bay Area kids experiencing the joy and challenge
of mountain biking over the past twenty years. Here s
what the sixth graders from Willow Creek Academy in
Sausalito say about their rides:

CLOSE TO NATURE

| love to mountain bike because | can see nature,
build up the strength in my legs and experience fun,
new places. While we were riding, we saw some really
interesting sights such as odd shaped caterpillars that
had fuzz all over them and many hawks. The guides
made our trip a blast!

Forrest Benjamin

GOOD EXERCISE

Its very good exercise to go mountain biking. | was
speeding down a huge hill and it felt like 1 was riding
a motorcycle and playing a video game. | say that that
was the best eld trip ever in my life. It was hard for me
to ride up that BIG hill though. Mountain biking is very
fun but you have to be safe.

Charles Page

FUN WITH MY FRIENDS

When | went to Trips for Kids | had so much fun. The
thing | liked best was riding with my friends. I liked
riding down the hills and feeling the breeze. It was cool
that | saw my teacher ride a bike, she did very good. The
part | didnt like was leaving Trips for Kids.

Arnell Banks

EXERCISE CAN BE FUN

Trips for Kids was very fun. We went up hills and down
hills. All the people around you are kind to you. They
said, Angel you can do it. When you do Trips for Kids
you nd out all exercise doesnt have to be boring, it
can be fun and athletic at the same time.

Angel Howard

Hands-on learning.

Building Better Bikes

AST YEAR 250 KIDS JOINED TRIPS FOR KIDS

hands-on workshops where they build and repair

bikes. With diligence and hard work, kids earn
helmets and bikes they can ride home.

Many of these kids dropped into our Re-Cyclery
Training Center in San Rafael s Canal Community. Its
open Tuesday through Saturday year round. Other kids
participated in our training workshops that travel to
schools in San Pablo, Richmond, and San Francisco.

Overall, Trips for Kids provided 348 classes of positive and
fun after-school activities last year. The kids say it best:

I like hands-on experience. Now when my bike breaks |
can x it myself. Mauricio Munoz

This class makes me feel very con dent about myself.
Naty Camacho

If it wasn t for you guys | would never learn things like
this and will always need my dad or bro to help me. I'm
now more independent than a few weeks ago.

Mayra Valdes

| felt good that | learned
how to X a bike.

| helped my dad work
on his bike and he was
proud of me.

—Alex Mentes

The bike shop is cool fun because | get to design bikes the
way | want to. Its fun to ride. | like to meet new friends here.
Kervens Estime

I go to the Re-Cyclery nearly every day during the school
year and summer. If | didnt, I d be so bored at home
and watching TV. It really helps me in school I got
straight As last year! My favorite thing about the bike
shop is working on bikes, helping other kids learn, and
learning myself. Henry Vivas
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