The Re-Cyclery Location is 1 mile north of downtown Charlotte in the Optimist Park neighborhood near the corner of 15th St. & North Davidson St..  The building is at 512 East 15th St. which has "AREA 15" painted on the side facing North Davidson St.  The entrance is in the back of the building in the basement and is accessible by car on an unpaved drive through a fence off North Caldwell St. near the corner of North Caldwell St. and East 15th St.
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                         Bicycle Donation Receipt


        Trips for Kids Charlotte

                4508 Esherwood Ln

                Charlotte, NC  28270
                         EIN : 56-2212160
Bike Brand____________________________________

Bike Model____________________________________

Boys______     Girls________

Color________________  Est. Year New_____________

Est. Value_____________________________ 

Donation Rec’d By_______________________________

Shop/Org. for TFKC_____________________________

TFKC OPERATIONS INFORMATION 
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Saturday Rides:  Are held for scheduled groups February-November, weather permitting, at 9 a.m. in area parks.  Email for information.  

Re-Cyclery Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

               For Co-Op members

Wednesday: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm –Earn A Bike

Thursday: 3 pm – 5 pm - Earn A Bike

Saturday: 11 am – 3 pm for drop-in.  Other times may be added or scheduled by appointment. 

Re-Cyclery Address:

512 East 15th Street

Charlotte, NC 28206

704-236-5474
Mailing Address:

Trips for Kids Charlotte

4508 Esherwood Ln

Charlotte, NC  28270

Email: info@tripsforkidscharlotte.org

Program Leadership:

Paula Fricke – Director and Ride Coordinator

Phone - 704-944-3581

Keith Sorensen – Re-Cyclery Coordinator

Phone - 704-236-5474

Websites:

Charlotte: www.tripsforkidscharlotte.org 

National: www.tripsforkids.org 
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Buy a Used Bike

Trips for Kids Charlote’s used repaired bikes are for sale.  Contact our Re-Cyclery for more information.  
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Donate a Used Bike
Don’t let that used bike rust away!  You can help Charlotte kids from fragile neighborhoods learn life skills through biking by donating good, used bicycles for repair and resale to our non-profit organization.  Pickup can often be arranged for these donations.  Contact us for more information.

Trips for Kids Charlotte® Re-Cyclery

Keith Sorensen, Coordinator

512 East 15th Street

Charlotte, NC 28206
704-236-5474
PURPOSE

Trips for Kids Charlotte® (TFKC) is a non-profit organization providing mountain bike outings for 10-15 year olds from Charlotte’s fragile neighborhoods.  Our vision is to use mountain biking as the instrument for teaching kids lessons in personal responsibility, self- empowerment, achievement, environmental awareness, physical fitness, and community service so that they are equipped with tools for building positive accomplishments and relationships within their communities and their lives.  Our purpose is to add value to existing community based organizations, government agencies and initiatives already serving 10-15 year old kids from Charlotte’s “fragile” neighborhoods.   The programs we offer include a Ride program,  a Re-Cyclery, an Earn A Bike program, and a Bicycle Co-Operative.

PROGRAMS

The Ride Program provides mentored mountain biking experiences for approximately 5-15 children on Saturdays from February through November in Mecklenburg area parks. Organizations participating include Elon Homes for Children, Alexander Youth Network, Hidden Valley Elementary School, the Police Athletic League, Boy Scouts of America, and others.  Groups interested in participating can email  the ride coordinator at info@tripsforkidscharlotte.org. Experienced cyclists, often from area bicycle clubs, and a Charlotte-Mecklenburg police officer provide volunteer leadership for this program.

      [image: image7.wmf]
The Earn A Bike Program offers youth a chance to earn their own bike by completing a series of hands-on lessons in basic bike mechanics and bike safety, which also focus on personal responsibility, achievement and self-empowerment. This program is available to individuals or groups from TFKC’s target populations. The organizations that bring children to the Ride Program have traditionally been the same organizations that send children for the Earn A Bike Program.  The Re-Cyclery hopes to open this program to adults referred from area social service agencies who need transportation options to access employment. 

The Re-Cyclery provides a place where donated used bicycles not used in the Earn-A-Bike program can be fixed up and sold to provide income for the programs of Trips for Kids Charlotte.  This program attempts to bring low-cost transportation options to Charlotteans who need inexpensive transportation in the form of re-cycled bikes that have been repaired by experienced volunteers. The Re-Cyclery has bicycle tools, workbenches and stands, re-cycled and new parts and an experienced staff coordinator to supervise and review work. Charlotte residents can donate good, used, repairable bikes to the Re-Cyclery, which are then repaired and sold to provide revenue for the Trips For Kids Charlotte programs.  Keeping bicycles out of landfills and extending their use in the community are environmental and health benefits that are part of the goals of Trips for Kids Charlotte.

The Bicycle Co-Operative Program allows Charlotte area residents to become a member of the Re-Cyclery.  Members can use the Re-Cyclery facilities and tools to repair their own bicycles or purchase bicycle parts in return for donating volunteer hours to repair bicycles or mentor children under the supervision of the Re-Cyclery coordinator.  
HOW YOU CAN HELP

· Donate your good, used bicycles to TFKC.  Your donation is tax deductible.
· Volunteer your time as a mentor in the Ride or Earn A Bike Programs or as a bike repairer at the Re-Cyclery.
· Donate funds to Trips for Kids Charlotte®.  We are a non-profit under IRS section 501(c)(3) and your donations are tax deductible.
· Specify Trips for Kids Charlotte for your United Way contribution.  Our agency code is 1958032.
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