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(The Life-Cyele of the Head Louse)




Dear Girls Group Camping Trip Parent/Guardian and Volunteers, 

We have been informed that a few members that participated in the Girls Group Overnight Camping Trip have acquired head lice and CBC staff wanted to pass out information to those that participated on the trip.  We advise that all parents/legal guardians check your child’s head for live lice or nits (eggs).  Below is information to help you assess whether your child has head lice or not:

	Lousology 101
Images & Biology of Head Lice


  
	· Nits (the eggs of the head louse) are small yellowish-white, oval-shaped eggs that are "to the side of a hair shaft glued" at an angle 

· Nits must be laid by live lice. You cannot "catch nits." 

· Once laid, it takes 7-10 days for a nit to hatch, and another 7-10 days for the female to mature and begin laying her own eggs. 

· Head lice are clear in color when hatched, and then quickly develop a reddish-brown color after feeding. 

· Head lice are about the size of sesame seeds. 

· Head lice have six legs equipped with claws to grasp the hair. 

· Head lice are crawling insects. They cannot hop, jump, or fly. 

· Head lice do not thrive on pets. 

· Head lice are small, wingless insects, which feed on human blood. They need human blood in order to survive. 

· Head lice live for approximately 30 days on a host and a female louse may lay up to 100 nits (eggs). 
· Head lice off of their human hosts will starve. The NPA suggests that, in most cases, [image: image1.jpg]


a head louse will not survive for more than 24 hours off of its human host 


If you or your child contracts head lice please refer to the attached documents for a detailed treatment plan referred to us by the Biddeford School Department.  Please understand that we are willing to work with you in resolving this issue so please do not hesitate to call us at 282-9700 with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

CBC Staff

